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   Arrived Left 
Present: Mr A Besant Chairman   
 Mr J Donnelly Vice Chairman   
 Mr S Cooney Councillor   
 Mr C Bettles Councillor   
 Mrs D Clark Councillor   
 Miss L Infield Councillor   
 Mr I Gosling Councillor   
 Mrs J Ward Clerk   
 
  ACTION 
 The Chairman opened the meeting at 19:30.  
1  Apologies for Absence 

No apologies for absence.  
  

2  Declarations of Interest 
No declarations of interest were declared. 
  

3  Children’s Play Area Equipment 
The clerk confirmed that Section 106 spend is £6,696 for play area equipment and £2,988 
for sporting facilities. 
Two quotes for installations and equipment items had been received: 
• Station Road Play Area: Schoolscape Ltd; for a Canyon Clubhouse and benches 

total net costs £8,114.50. 
• Church End Play Area: Wicksteed Playscapes; Low Pedestal Slide total net costs 

£5,365.00.  The clerk confirmed that Wicksteed has offered a 5% reduction on this 
price making a net total of £5,096.75. 

 
Following full discussions Cllr. S Cooney proposed to accept the Scoolscape quote but 
exclude the benches and to look into buying and installing them ourselves.  Cllr. I Gosling 
seconded this.  A vote of 6-1 for the proposal was carried and Cllr S Cooney agreed to look 
at purchasing benches from other sources and to circulate the information prior to the next 
meeting.  
Cllr.  A Besant proposed to accept Wicksteed Playscapes quote; Cllr D Clark seconded the 
proposal.  A vote of 6-1 for the proposal was carried. 
Cllr J Donnelly asked if any major spend was likely to happen in the foreseeable future.  It 
was agreed that since the last major spend for the cemetery paths nothing else was in 
place and Parish Council funds would be able to cope with the extra expense. 
 
The clerk was requested to place the orders. 
 

S.C. 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

4  Grass Cutting Contract for 2009 – 2010 
Four quotes had been circulated with the agenda. 
Discussions took place and the following agreed by all members: 
• The rotation of Churchyard tree pollarding should be added to the grass cutting 

specification.  (Front row completed one year and the side row completed the 
following year.)  The clerk agreed to action this. 

• Cllr. C. Bettles agreed to act on behalf of the Parish Council to oversee the grass 
cutting and liaise with the contractor on any issues that might be raised. 

• It was agreed that the quote from In Trim Maintenance was the most cost effective 
and together with the recommendation from Cranfield Parish Council it was 
decided to invite Ben Fey from In Trim Maintenance to meet with Cllr. C Bettles to 
fully discuss Tempsford’s grass cutting requirements prior to making a final 
decision.  Cllr. C Bettles to action.  The clerk to pass a photocopy of the quote to 
Cllr. C Bettles. 

 
Cllr. J Donnelly stated that the mower in the cemetery store is up and running. 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C.B. 
Clerk 
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  ACTION 
5  Format of the Annual Parish Meeting (21/04/09) 

The following points were agreed: 
• Cllr. D Clark to produce a village poster. 
• The clerk to invite Steve Halton from P3 to give a presentation. 
• Cllr.  A Besant to invite local groups along and to give a brief update if they wished. 
• Cllr.  A Besant to give a Parish Council presentation covering the new play area 

items, finance and other various council activities. 
• The clerk and Cllr L Infield agreed to organise refreshments for the event. 
 

 
 
D.C. 
Clerk 
A.B. 
 
A.B. 
L.I. Clerk 
 

6  Planning 

09/00117/FULL 5 Ivy Close Tempsford 

Replacement of first floor windows with 
inward opening french doors with glass 
balustrade 

 
Cllrs. outcome – No objections. 
  

7  Churchyard Maintenance 
Cllr. D Clerk along with helpers had produced a topographical plan of Tempsford 
Churchyard.  
The clerk informed the members that the relevant paperwork had been received from St 
Albans Diocese and this together with the Shuttleworth report and the churchyard plan had 
been sent to MBDC planning department. The clerk was asked to contact MBDC planning 
to find out what progress had been made and also to arrange a meeting between Tom 
Bowen (Shuttleworth) and Cllr. S Cooney.  
 
The chairman thanked Cllr. D Clark and helpers for the hard work they had put in to 
produce the plan. 
 
The chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and contributions and closed the 
meeting at 20:47. 
 
The next meeting will be on 17th March at 19:30 in the Stuart Memorial Hall. 
 

Clerk 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jan Ward  
Clerk to Tempsford Parish Council 
10/02/09 
 
I certify these minutes to be a true record of the meeting held on 9th February 2009 

 
Chairman Cllr.  A G Besant    17th March 2009 

 


