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TWO SYMBOLS FOR THIS
TIME OF YEAR , BOTH OF
WHICH IN THEIR OWN WAY,
WISH PEACE ON EARTH

Full details of connected events are inside
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PARISH COUNCIL NOTES

The Parish Council last met on September 28th, and the following is a
summary of items that were discussed. Full formal minutes are
available from the clerk, or on the village website.

Village Matters

Smokers: A letter has been received from Keirs assuring us of their
support for keeping the village clear of cigarette ends.

River Footbridge: Some repairs have been carried out to the footbridge
over the river, but some hazards remain. The Council is pursuing the
safe completion of this matter.

Business at the old station: Concerns were raised over a recent notice
in the Biggleswade Chronicle for a licence to conduct business at the
old goods-shed at the old station. The need for the application was a
result of a VOSA inspection. The Chairman had met with the owner of
the business to discuss the situation and express the fears of parish-
ioner that traffic would increase . The owner explained that the licence
was needed for lorries to be parked up overnight and which would
therefore reduce the number of lorry movements since it would remove
the need to take the lorries away at night and bring them back in the
morning. The Council accepted this explanation and will monitor further
business developments there.

Play areas
The repairs to the Fort at Church End have now been satisfactorily

completed. The swings are in heed of painting and Cllr Cooney has
purchased the paint. A date is to be arranged with Councillors to start
this work. Some trees need to be cut back in the Station Road play
area. The grass at Station Road play area is very kindly being cut by a
neighbour.

Planning
As a response to a recent application missed the deadline for return,

the Council is asking Central Beds for plans to be sent out and re-
sponses to be submitted on-line. This is an attempt to reduce the time it
might take for plans to be circulated round the council.
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Cemetery Matters

A working party is to be set up to cut back the overgrown trees and
shrubs in the Churchyard. A review has been carried out checking the
cemetery plots against the parish records. The plots in the new part of
the Cemetery accurately cross-check with the burial books, however the
old section is a cause for concern as there are some names listed in the
burial books for which the plots cannot be found in the Cemetery.
Councillor Steve Cooney is to arrange for a detailed map to be drawn
up and the names to be plotted onto the map. The Clerk is to enter
these into new burial books that have been purchased.

A letter was received from a member of the public commenting on the
good job being done by “In-Trim Grounds Maintenance” in the cemetery
and churchyard areas; these comments were good to receive and will
be passed on to the contractor.

Highways
The Highways Department is to be contacted about items that have not

yet been completed from a previous survey. A survey is to be made of
the signage in the village; there are some junctions which are not
clearly indicated.

Finance

The Council is reviewing its spending patterns over the recent years in
the light of the present economic climate and in preparation for the set-
ting of the precept for the next financial year at the next Council meet-

ing.

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Tuesday Nov 16th at
7.30pm in the Stuart Memorial Hall .

Parish Council Clerk: Amanda Baldwin, 01462 813094
19 Spitfire Road, Shefford SG17 5UD
clerk@tempsford.org

Parish Council Chairman: Adrian Besant, 01767 640873
92 Station Road, Tempsford SG19 2AY
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REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE

The United Village Service of Remembrance will be led by Rev. Margaret
Marshall and Rev. Tricia Williams at the Stuart Memorial Hall on Sunday,
14 November commencing at 3.00 p.m.

Refreshments will be served following the Service.
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Tempsford Methodist Church
CHRISTMAS FAYRE

Saturday 4" December 2010
from 10.30 am to 12 noon

Cake Stall — Preserves — Chutneys
Fresh vegetables/produce —
Bric-a-Brac - Christmas Gifts - Christmas
Raffle - Christmas Hamper to be won
plus lots more

Entry still only 50p
which includes tea/coffee
and biscuit or mince pie (children free)

EVERYONE WELCOME

All monies raised will go to the upkeep of the Chapel
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TEMPSFORD METHODIST CHURCH,

Station Road Tempsford

(part of the St Neots and Huntingdon Methodist Circuit)
Minister: Rev Patricia M Williams : 01480 473444
Church Steward: Stephen Gosling,

Biggin Farm, Station Rd, Tempsford 01767 640289

November and December Services

Everybody is assured of a warm welcome at all our services

7" November 6.00pm Section United Service at Eaton Ford
14" November 3.00pm Remembrance Day Service
at the Stuart Memorial Hall led by
Rev. Margaret Marshall and Rev. Tricia Williams
21° November 3.00pm Preacher: Mr. Dennis Hutchcraft
28" November 6.00pm Preacher: Mr. Richard Crane
5" December 6.00pm Section United Service at Tempsford
12" December 3.00pm Preacher: Mrs. Lynn Taylor
19" December 6.00pm CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE
26" December  NO SERVICE

OUR CAROL SERVICE takes place on Sunday, 19 Decem-
ber at 6.00pm and will be led by Mr. Michael Benneworth. Come
along and join us in singing traditional carols and hear the
Christmas story. You will be assured of a very warm welcome and
refreshments will be served afterwards.

HARVEST FESTIVAL

Thanks to everyone who donated gifts and produce for our
Harvest Festival and joined us for the evening service.

All gifts/produce have been distributed to the sick and elderly of
the village.
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Members of
Tempsford Methodist Church

would like to wish

all Tempsford Parishioners
A HARPRPY AND BLESSED
CHRISTMAS
ﬂ and to thank them for their continued &

support throughout the past year.

ALK AL AL AL Ak Ak

CHAT CLUB — On Wednesday, 25" August Simply Oak
came along with a number of antique items for us all to have a
look at and also to guess what they had been used for! There
was also a quiz to follow. A really enjoyable light-hearted
afternoon’s entertainment. At the September get-together we
met early and enjoyed a fish and chip lunch in the Chapel
Schoolroom. This was followed by a Sweets and Chocolates
quiz! In October we are covering shoeboxes for the ‘love in a
box’ appeal this year (further information on page 16).

There will be no open meeting of the Club at the Methodist
Chapel Schoolroom in November as members will be enjoying
their ‘in-house’ Christmas Party. Also in December members
will be at “The Wheatsheaf” for their annual Christmas lunch.
So, if you would like to know what we have got lined up for
2011 why not come along to our first get-together on 26
January from 2.30 to 4.00 p.m.
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ST PETER’'S PARISH CHURCH,
Church Street, Tempsford
Priest-in-charge : Rev Margaret Marshall
Phone 01234 870363

In the seventieth anniversary year of the Battle of Britain much has been said in
praise of ‘the few’ — the mainly young pilots who fought for the freedom of much
of Europe. Yet behind those brave young men was a vast number of others,
whose stories may never be told — engineers, for example, who kept the planes
air-worthy. At Tempsford airfield there were about 1000 personnel, who worked
around the clock, supporting covert operations which sought to assist
resistance movements in occupied Europe. Every person played their part and
for some the ultimate sacrifice was required. But their success rested upon the
co-operation of each different part of the organisation and the discipline of its
members. In many cases the odds against success were enormous and great
resourcefulness was needed — as was also the case on a wider scale, as the
country and its allies sought to pull together for the good of all. As we
remember their sacrifices at our annual Remembrance services, we might also
still learn from their examples.

The business of keeping small rural churches going is similar in some ways to
a ‘war effort’. The fewer people involved, the more difficult it is! But in a
benefice of four (five with Little Barford) churches, where the vicar can only be
resident in one of the four villages and four hamlets, team-work becomes even
more essential if things are to run smoothly. It's surprising just how many jobs
there are to be done in a church: from cleaning to maintenance, kitchen duties
to fund-raising efforts. Add to these activities which are part of the actual
worship, like singing in the choir or leading the prayers, assisting in the
distribution of communion or providing the music and you start to get a feel for
just how much there is to be done.

Obviously it is much better for everyone if there are enough people sharing the
tasks — the smaller the congregation, the more onerous the whole enterprise
seems! But in churches we have a scriptural model for our collaborative
approach. In his first letter to Christians in Corinth, Saint Paul speaks of the
Christian community as being the body of Christ on earth, with many limbs and
organs, and in which each contributes according to their particular abilities. All
are welcomed and valued, whatever time, talents and energy they are able to
offer — and this is a foretaste of God’s kingdom! From time to time we need to
remind ourselves of how essential it is that we do whatever we can. While we
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enjoy the blessing of peace-time, the church’s mission — especially in a rural
context - often seems like a battle, waged by a few unsung heroes; week in,
week out they give unstintingly of themselves, recognising that the part they
play is important, even if they don't think they have much to offer! Without them
we would simply not survive. Thank you all — never forget how much you are
needed and appreciated in the service of Christ in this area.

With love, Revd Margaret

Services at St Peter’s in November and December

i Christmas will soon be upon us [!] and there will be a new
! pattern of services within the Benefice from the start of Advent.
i Tempsford’s services will be Holy Communion at 9.30 am on
: the first and third Sunday in each month.
Fifth Sundays will continue to be Benefice Services and will
begin at a new time of 10.30 am whichever the church.

November 7th  Holy Communion at St Peter’s 9.30 am
November 14th Holy Communion at St Peter’'s 9.30 am
Remembrance services at the Airfield at 12 noon
and at the Stuart Memorial Hall at 3pm
November 21st Benefice Service at Blunham for Patronal Festival
11.15 am
December 5th  Holy Communion at St Peter’'s 9.30 am
December 12th Candlelit Carols at Lt Barford at 3pm
[Bring a blanket! There is no heating or lighting]
December 19th Holy Communion at St Peter’'s 9.30 am
December 24th Crib and Carols Service at St Peter’s at 6pm
Christmas Day Holy Communion at Gt Barford 9.30 am
and at Blunham 11.15 am
December 26th Christmastide Miscellany at Gt Barford 10.30am
New Year's Day Holy Communion at St Peter’'s 9.30 am
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STUART MEMORIAL HALL

Quiz/Harvest Supper

Barbara and Chris Ebeling came back to Tempsford for our harvest
supper and quiz evening on Saturday 2" October. Teams were very
slow coming in and then suddenly we were arranging supper for 90
people! We made a profit of £410 during the evening and many
thanks are given to everyone who helped to make the fun evening a
huge success.

Our next event

is an evening of Christmas Magic (no under 12 years old please)
which will be held on Saturday 4™ December at 7.30pm in the

hall. Tickets are £5 which will include a drink and a mince pie and
are available from Linda 01767 640968 or Eileen 01767 640858 or
Meryl on 01767 640873.

New Booking Clerk

We are also delighted to announce that we have a new bookings
clerk. Phil Woodhall lives in Church Street in Tempsford and all de-
tails on booking the hall can be found on our website www.tempsford
-stuart-memorial-villagehall.co.uk Alternatively you can contact her
on 01767 641170 or 07786 438343. We are also looking for new
members to join the committee and if anyone is interested, please
ring one of the above numbers or contact a committee member for
details.

Do continue to use the hall — it belongs to the village.

MOBILE LIBRARY DATES

Alternate Mondays (the Monday after “Recycle
Friday™!) at 1.20pm opposite the notice board in
Station Road
November 1st, 15th and 29th
December 13th
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ROXTON AND DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

It was good to see a number of visitors join members in September for the
talk about the Payne family who built Tempsford Hall. There is still a great
deal to be told about this family and a further illustrated talk is planned for a
future date. If you find aspects of history fascinating then why not join us?
Visitors and new members are always welcome

November 4" The Mayflower Girl : Jacquie Painter dresses as her sub-
ject Elizabeth Tilley from Henlow, who travelled with the Pilgrim fathers to
America.

December 2" A.G.M. This is followed by a social time with wine and light
refreshments. New members welcome.

Advance Notice. The New Year Party Roxton Parish Hall on Saturday
January 8". New members welcome.

Members of the group meet at 7.30pm at Roxton Parish Hall on the first
Thursday of the month. For further information about our group — contact
Stella Gibbs on 01480 351931 or John Rogerson on 01234 871150.

The Anchor Lodge Hotel

Sunday carvery 12.30pm - 6.00 pm
Senior citizens 2 course lunch, set meal £6.50
Tuesday to Friday 12 noon to 3.00 pm
All fresh home cooked food

Function room available
Karaoke every last Friday of the month

Families welcome - en suite accommodation available
full English breakfasts - traditional pub grub - adult dining area
sheltered smoking area

Tel: 01767 640 801
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POLICE NEWS

There have been several recent house burglaries in the East Bedfordshire
area, with 2 in September and 1 in October in Tempsford, plus several oth-
ers in the surrounding parishes. Bedfordshire Police suspect that these inci-
dents may be linked and to combat this they are utilising an operation
called Op PEAK which is a initiative to tackle and reduce burglary and other
acquisitive crime by providing increased dedicated high visibility patrols and
to use intelligence and investigation methods to catch those responsible.
On the whole though, crime is down 32% compared to the same 3 month
period last year.

Residents can also help to protect their own properties by increasing home
security. This may be just ensuring that all doors and windows are securely
locked, valuables are kept out of sight and timers are used on lights when
they are not at home. Other security options are available, including a
method called ‘'SMARTWATER’, an innovative crime reduction tool designed
to help protect property from thieves. Bedfordshire Police have bought the
Smartwater technology as part of its ‘Safer Homes’ burglary reduction cam-
paign to help the public protect themselves against crime. When placed un-
der ultraviolet light the Smartwater liquid glows to reveal its unique chemi-
cal signature, which means stolen property can then be checked on a data-
base and traced back to its owner. Police routinely screen all prisoners as
they come into custody to check whether they have come into contact with
Smartwater. Smartwater can be used for marking high value items from
computers to jewellery, is invisible to the eye and cannot be removed.
Clearly display warning labels in your windows, so that criminals know your
property is protected.

Further information on Smartwater can be found on Bedfordshire Police’s
internet site that includes all types of advice on crime

reduction and useful contact details for crime reduction

information. If residents are concerned but do not have

access to the internet, they can call Bedfordshire Police

on 01234 841212 for advice, or the North Bedfordshire

Crime Reduction team on 01234 275273.

I would also advise residents to contact the police im-
mediately if they see any people or vehicles that they
feel are suspicious.
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Highfield Farm Bed & Breakfast

and Self Catering Cottages

Tom, Margaret, John and Anne-Marie Codd really enjoy
looking after our guests in our five star accommodation

Telephone 01767 682332

E-mail margaret@highfield-farm.co.uk

or visit us at http://www.highfield-farm.co.uk/
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PEOPLE NEWS
We send our continued good wishes to all our village friends who are in
hospital or who are house bound:

Phil Plumb, Dorothy Bettles, Sam and Marion Knott, Paul Bambridge,
Tracey Kennoy, Jodie Knott, Cynthia Jefferies, Ron Moore, Kath
Mardlin, Betty Ingram, Alec Gore, Ron Bettles, Jane and George
McCarthy, Andrew Myers.

Our condolences go to members of the village who have recently
lost close family members.

Congratulations to Shaun and Natalie Murray on the birth of their
son Riley James on 16th Sept weighing in at 7lb 30z.

Congratulations go to Ruth and Derek Pattinson of Station Road
on winning first prize in the Aragon Housing “Small Gardens”
category and being overall winners.

If you have personal message of congratulation you would like to have published in this
section of the Tempsford Times, just let the Editor know (and have the recipient's
permission please!).

Local History
part 1

Local milestones

It's clear which
village this is in,
but where is it in
Tempsford?
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Driveway & Paving Doctor
Giving Driveways & Patios a new lease of life.

Has your driveway/patio area moved, sunk, developed weeds, become
dirty, edging broken, cracked, need extending or just look tired?

Repairs Cleaning Re-sanding  Sealing

Blocks, Slabs, Asphalt, Concrete, Decking and Gravel areas can be
rejuvenated at a fraction of the cost of replacement.

New Installations undertaken.
Call Alan Cooke - 01480 391477 or 07811 115209 for a free estimate.

Local History
part 2

In Beeston

(but details barely
readable)

Part 3 on page 19
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BLUNHAM TREE SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEON WITH 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULLY INSURED - FREE ESTIMATES

STUMP GRINDING AVAILABLE
(NARROW ACCESS POSSIBLE)

PLEASE CALL WARREN ROBINSON 01767 641155

CHRISTMAS SHOE BOX APPEAL

If you would still like to join us in this project,
there is still time! Leaflets are available from
Carole Gosling on 01767 640289

Remember that every gift-filled shoebox
iIs a smile on a child’s face

The gift-filled shoeboxes can be brought to the Chapel on
Wednesday, 17 November at 7.15 pm.
The boxes will be blessed by Rev. Tricia Williams.
If you, together with family and friends,
would like to join us for this simple dedication service,
we would be pleased to welcome you.
We aim to finish by 8.00 pm
and refreshments will be available.
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STONES

‘The Complete Service’

Domestic and Commercial Building
and Maintenance

Extensions, garage conversions,

Driveways, patios etc.

Licensed waste removal
Mini digger hire
Tel: 01767 641092 Mob: 07842 322163
Email: stonesbrickwork@btinternet.com

Church Street Tempsford
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ROSEMARY WELLS 1928—2010

- an appreciation by Sandra Claughton

Our family met Rosemary at St Peter's church in the mid-70's and | reckon we
had over a thousand meetings over cups of coffee there as well as welcoming
her as a most gracious guest to our house occasionally. We built up our own
picture of her from her many stories as she was an interesting and willing
raconteur.

We knew Rosemary as a very family-orientated person. She was the
repository of her family's artefacts and she loved and supported all the
generations, being often on the telephone to one or another. We saw her go,
not only the extra mile, but hundreds of miles, visiting her ailing mother in Lt.
Barford while she was living in London and later she regularly left St Peter’s
to drive to Lowestoft to visit an aunt, herself a spinster, as “Roey” aged, and
would make a considerable detour if someone required a lift home.

We heard of growing up in many-roomed vicarages with large gardens,
stories with a touch of Enid Blyton to them! We heard of happy days at
church boarding school in Wells during the War and staying with nuns while
she did her Theology degree in the austerity days of the mid-Forties.

The Church and her faith were fundamental to Rosemary and moulded her
life.

She spent time working with USPG, dealing with children’s literature and
made many overseas contacts. She was the Parish Worker in a hard-
pressed parish in the North-East where she ran huge Sunday Schools and
cycled miles in all weathers and even served coffee on the cold picket line
during the Miners’ Strike. Later she was a social worker in deprived Dockland
where her clientele seemed often to be doughty old ladies who ran the gaunt-
let of the traffic in their slippers, waving a stick! Later still, she joined the chil-
dren’s department of Social Services in Huntingdon about which she was
more reticent as it was “closer-to-home” both in mileage and in time. She
drank thousands and thousands of cups of indifferent coffee and tea and ate
a corresponding number of biscuits lovingly but not always hygienically
served.

When the Wells family came to Tempsford in the Fifties, Rosemary was
mostly living away and it was Christopher who bonded first with the village.
By the time we met Rosemary she was commuting between her work in
London during the week and her mother in Lt. Barford. She came regularly to
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St Peter’s at weekends and it was clear that by then she felt that Tempsford
with Little Barford was her spiritual home. She worked tirelessly for St Peter’s
until she gave up her car last year and it was fitting that her last time in church
was the St Peter's Day celebration in June when Bishop Richard came to dedi-
cate the new altar frontal and re-dedicate the refurbished organ.

In her sixties, Rosemary bravely started her new job in Huntingdon and took on
a mortgage and her house in Offord Cluny where she made herself very much
at home and especially enjoyed having her own garden. It was during this time
she and Jill Peters started the “T-Club” in Tempsford. This mid-week after-
school club for 7 to 11year olds with games and tea also had a “Sunday
School” element and Rosemary continued to drive weekly from Offord right into
her seventies, despite decreasing mobility, to meet this latest batch of “her”
young people.

Rosemary just loved people! She could mix with folk at all ages and stages of
their lives and had a wonderful understanding. She was undoubtedly “over-
worked and underpaid” all her working life but she did it for love. She gave
freely and generously of her time and her tithes, and, [only] when requested,
would give thoughtful, pertinent and useful advice.

We have lost a gentle lady, a kind lady and a truly excellent friend.

Rosemary’s funeral will be held at St Peter’s on Tuesday, 2" Nov, at noon.

Local History
part 3

So where is
this one?

(York is148 miles)
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Tuesday, 21st December 2010
From 10.30 a.m.to 12 noon

Come and Join Us in
TEMPSFORD METHODIST CHURCH
For

Messy Church is an event planned with activities and crafts
that enables adults and children to enjoy expressing their
creativity and having fun together

Aprons would be an advantage — not only

for the children but adults as well!
How messy you get is entirely up to you

We will have a Christmas theme and there will be a variety of activities for
you to do e.g. making a Christmas badge, getting messy decorating biscuits/
small cakes and lots more.

We will end with refreshments and singing some favourite carols.

Messy Church is for people of all ages but children aged 3-12 and their
parents/grandparents will particularly enjoy it.

If you would like to find out more or book your places
please contact Carole Gosling on 01767 640289
or Revd Tricia Williams on 01480 473444
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LOCAL POSTCARDS AND CALENDARS

Chris Branch of Great Barford has been producing local post-
cards (now 27 in number) of unique views in the Riversmeet
villages of Blunham, Great Barford, Roxton, Tempsford, Little
Barford and Moggerhanger. Some of these are on sale in Roxton
and Great Barford Post Offices and Bedford Tourist Information
Centre (as his own effort to support the rural economy through
tourism which is one of the objectives of the Riversmeet Hidden
Britain).

His postcard images can be viewed on his new website:
www.uniqueviewsgreatbarford.com where it will also be seen
that he has produced 5 different Wall Calendars for 2011
including Tempsford & Little Barford (priced at £5.50).

Chris has recently launched his website and is willing to
advertise local events. He can be contacted on 01234 870982 or
at the monthly Church Market held on the first Saturday of each
month (except January) at All Saints’ Church, Great Barford.

Chris is also the Publicity Officer for Riversmeet Hidden Britain
which has been developing its own Website:
www.riversmeetonline.co.uk
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BARN DANCE

Dancing to the Brookfield Band

Saturday 6th November 2010
7.30pm to 11pm

Stuart Memorial Hall,
Tempsford

Tickets cost £10
include a Ploughman's supper and sweet
(but please bring your own drinks)

Funds raised in aid of
Huntingdon Cruse Bereavement Centre
Tickets from Janet Holland 01480 212549
or Lynsey Cooper 01480 471213
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www.tempsford-stuart-memorial-village-hall.co.uk
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CHILDREN'S PAGE

Stained glass windows are built up of tiny coloured tiles called mosaics.
Colour these shapes with felt tip pen to reveal the picture; the numbers
will tell you which colour to use. 1=pink; 2=red; 3=brown; 4=blue;
5=lighter blue; 6=darker blue; 7=yellow; 8=green.

Can you guess what it is before you begin?
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